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The Preparatory Course 777 

is just one hour more than eight hours a day it leaves four hours daily 
for recreation. 

The advantages of such a course are many, and they should be 
discussed both from the standpoint of the hospital and school and 
from that of the pupil. Students completing such a preparatory 
course and going to the wards for the regular number of hours on 
duty are capable of rendering much more valuable service to their 
patients. Through careful teaching and supervision in the class room 
they have acquired a certain degree of skill in carrying out the more 
elementary practical nursing procedures and through the practice 
work on the ward have become accustomed to working with patients 
and have had an opportunity to put the theory acquired in the class 
room into practice. The major part of the theoretical work required 
in the junior year has been completed and this prevents the possibility 
of overcrowding in the latter part of the year, with consequent over- 
work. The pupil has been given time enough to do theoretical work of 
a high standard. 

The gain to the school and the hospital is that of increased 
efficiency of nursing service, and since the reputation of the hospital 
depends to such a great extent upon the latter, this becomes of great 
importance. 

Another factor which should be considered is that of the elimina- 
tion of students. It is an obvious necessity for the proper conduct of 
such a course that an instructor of practical work spend the greater 
part of her time with this group of pupils. This makes it possible 
to observe closely the students and to give more help and encourage- 
ment than is ordinarily given during this particularly trying and 
difficult period. It is no doubt true that many pupils leave our schools 
because they become discouraged. This would not so often happen if 
they were in close personal contact with the fine type of woman who 
should in greater numbers be filling the teaching positions in training 
schools. 



OUR MONEY NOT WASTED 

All of the money being expended for w$r purposes is not going to be a waste. 
Some of it is going to be shot away; some of it is going to be sunk at sea; some 
of it is going to be invested in machinery that will be useless in time of peace. 
But a very great portion of it is being spent for things that will be as valuable 
when peace comes as now, though not so imperatively needed then — ships for 
instance. And as for the immense amount spent in adapting our manufacturing 
plants to war purposes, it is estimated that 90 per cent of our war machinery 
can and will be used for other manufacturing work after the war. The invisible 
and intangible forces, the moral forces of the world, the soul and conscience of 
mankind are fighting on our side. 



